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had to choose between asking to be relieved of his
command as a final protest, or accepting the deci-
sion of the Government with all that it involved.
On the face of it, everything pointed to the relin-
quishment of his command. Haig decided other-
wise. His reasons were threefold. He knew that
his own resignation would not cause the Cabinet
to alter their decision. His deep sense of dis-
cipline impelled him to accept the decision of
duly appointed authority. As a protest, there-
fore, his resignation would be useless, and, how-
ever unsound the Cabinet's decision might be in
his view, he still could not dispute their consti-
tutional right to take the step. But, most im-
portant of all, he was firmly convinced that what-
ever task might be imposed upon the British
Army, and whatever difficulties it might have to
meet, he himself was the man most competent to
lead it and overcome its difficulties. The sub-
ordination of the British Army to the French was
expressly limited to the forthcoming operation.
He was convinced that this operation was doomed,
even before it began, to end in failure, and that
the British Army would then find themselves faced
with a military crisis with which he and he alone
could cope, and which even then he did not regard
as hopeless. He signed the proceedings of the
conference in token of acceptance, adding the
prophetic proviso :

While I am fully determined to carry out the Calais
agreement in spirit and letter, the British Army and its
Gommander-in-Ghief-will be regarded by General Nivelle